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In the four long stories in this collection, Marlowe is hired to protect a rich old guy from a gold digger,

runs afoul of crooked politicos, gets a line on some stolen jewels with a reward attached, and

stumbles across a murder victim who may have been an extortionist.
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Chandler fans reading this book for the first time will have many "deja vu" moments. The book

contains four of the twenty short stories written by Chandler in the 1930s that were warm ups for the

seven novels that followed. Chandler wrote detective mystery stories, and became famous for

seven novels and a number of Hollywood screen plays, mostly about crime and private detectives in

the "film noir" genre of Hollywood black and white films, or what is called LA "pulp fiction". Far from

being an ordinary writer of cheap crime stories, Chandler became one of America's best writers

from the mid 20th century.Chandler was a Los Angeles accountant turned writer and he developed

his own careful writing style. He started by first analysing other works, such as articles in the Black

Mask mystery magazine. He used those stories plus local newspaper crime articles for plot ideas.

He would set some of his stories in the fictional ocean side town of Bay City which is really Santa

Monica, or set his stories in west Los Angeles, or other parts of southern California. He lived in

Santa Monica after being fired from his oil executive job for drinking in the 1930s. He detested the

place and moved into LA proper when he became wealthy as a screenplay writer in the early 1940s

while working at Paramount. In the late 1940s he moved to La Jolla, just north of San Diego.

Chandler started with short fiction pieces in the 1930s and then graduated to novels in 1938-39.



From the early novels he was hired to write screen plays and eventually he wrote or created 59

works including stories, screenplays, and novels. His novels with the private Detective Phillip

Marlowe brought him fame including the Bogart-Bacall movie The Big Sleep.
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